
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING/ PUBLIC HEARING OF THE RURAL 

RETREAT TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 2022 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Dale T. Yontz, Vice-Mayor; Mayor; Geary Jonas; 

James P. “Sean” Viars; Michael Duncan; James 

Lloyd; Peggy Hash; Michael Duncan 

     

Council Members Absent:       Tim Litz, Mayor                          

  

Administration Present:  Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

Derek Breedlove, Police Chief 

                         

 

Administration Absent:   None 

        

Others Present: Amy McBride, Frank Akers, Raymond Matney, 

Etthan Miller, Pat Miller, John Matthews, Mike 

Jones                      
 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Vice-Mayor Yontz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led Vice-Mayor Yontz 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – PROPOSED FISCAL YEAR 2022-2023 Budget – Vice-Mayor Yontz 

read the attached public notice in its entirety, then opened the public hearing for public 

comments.  Pat Miller addressed council to ask about the five percent (5%) increase in the water 

rates.  He stated that he would like an explanation of why the rate increases every year.  Vice-

Mayor Yontz answered that the increase is a set standard to increase over time.  Town Manager 

Childers stated that the town has an ordinance that indicates the rate will increase five percent 

(5%) each fiscal year.  Councilmember Viars stated that is important to know that the revenue 

from the water and wastewater stays in the water and wastewater accounts.  He added that the 

power rates go up as well and the water.  Mr. Miller stated that the town has a history of having 

high water rates.  Town Manager Childers stated that there was a study done in Southwest 

Virginia by Draper-Arden consulting firm which indicated that the town has a very low water 

rate in comparison to other towns in the region.  He added that the cost of fluoride and chlorine 

gas has increased.  Mr. Miller asked if the increase includes in-town and out-of-town customers.  

Mr. Miller stated that his mother lives on Hickory Avenue which is right outside the town limits.  
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He added that it would be less expensive to the customers that are right outside of town limits to 

be annexed.  He stated that it may be a better service to the residents on Hickory Avenue to be 

annexed.  Mr. Raymond Matney stated that the boundary adjustment concern should be taken to 

the Wythe County Board of Supervisors.  There being no further discussion, Vice-Mayor Yontz 

closed the public hearing.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Jonas and seconded by Councilmember Hash to approve 

the minutes of the May 24, 2022, meeting.  The motion passed by a vote of six (6) for: Yontz, 

Hash, Duncan, Jonas, Lloyd, Viars; zero (0) against. 

 

 

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

Etthan Miller was present on behalf of American Legion Post #229.  Mr. Miller stated that the 

American Legion has been in operation in the town since the 1940’s.   He stated that like other 

civic organizations, the American Legion is struggling to keep the organization going.  He added 

that for many years the American Legion hosted bingo on Saturday evenings as a fundraiser to 

pay the expenses for building maintenance and utilities.  They had to stop hosting bingo because 

they were unable to offer the prize money that the Moose Lodge and Ruritans offer. Mr. Miller 

added that each year Post #229 gives scholarships to high school Seniors, help spread Christmas 

cheer for residents of the nursing home, help the VA hospital in Salem with their carnival by 

giving monetary donations and provide an honor guard and taps for graveside services.   Mr. 

Miller explained that the only funding the Legion receives is $50 from the Department of 

Defense (DOD) for funeral services, $10 dues from each member and the proceeds from a 

fundraiser each year, which due to COVID-19 has not been held for the past two years.  He 

added that the greatest expense is the building, and last year over $5,000 was spent on the 

property.  So far this year they have spent $3,837 on the building.  Recently they have lost 

members due to death and young Veterans are not interested in joining.  Mr. Miller stated that 

the balance in the checking account is dwindling, and it looks like the Legion will be forced to 

disband in about four years.  He added that the worse thing is they will not be providing the 

scholarships and service to the Veteran’s funerals.  The Legion would like to have one room at 

the Community Center dedicated to the American Legion Post #229 for meeting and storage of 

supplies. The Legion would like to repair the flagpole at the community center and keep a flag 

flying at all times.  The Legion would like to move the cannon that is currently in the front lawn 

of their building to the Veteran’s wall.   Councilmember Duncan asked what the Legion would 

do with the existing building.  Mr. Miller stated that they would like to sell the property.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that the Reynolds room would be an option, or a storage closet off the 

stage could be used for storage. A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Yontz and seconded by 

Councilmember Viars to work with American Legion Post #229 on a meeting space one night a 

month on the second Thursday, an auxiliary meeting on the third Thursday night, and storage for 

supplies.   The motion passed by a vote of six (6) for:  Lloyd, Jonas, Viars, Hash, Duncan, 

Yontz; zero (0) against.  Mr. Miller stated that he is concerned about the adjacent property to the 

Legion’s building on 305 Elm Street.  He asked council members to drive up in the Legion’s 

parking lot and look at the condition of the property at 305 Elm Street.  He stated that the very 

little has been done over the past few years by the property owner to remove the clutter from the 

property.  Councilmember Viars explained that the Elm Street property has been on the agenda 
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for a while and is being addressed.  Chief Breedlove stated that the situation with the Elm Street 

property owner will be taken care of within the next two weeks. 

 

Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that the Memorial Day Ceremony was very nice.  Mr. Matney agreed, 

and he was impressed with the keynote speaker, Becky Harrison.   

 

Frank Akers was present on behalf of the Rural Retreat Depot Foundation.  The Farmer’s Market 

will begin on Wednesdays beginning on June 22 from 2:30 to 5:30 and continue through August.     

Mr. Akers added that his father was a charter member of the American Legion Post #229, and he 

remembers a time when the boy scouts would march with the Legion members.  Mr. Akers 

added that he has a hard time watching organizations like the Legion go away.   He stated that he 

appreciates the Legion and the towns consideration to provide a meeting and storage space for 

them.  Mr. Akers stated that he would like to give Mike Jones his appreciation for an outstanding 

job for the town.  He is always accessible when there is a need.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE  

 

John Matthews of the Joint Industrial Development Authority of Wythe County (JIDA) was 

present to present the JIDA’s annual report.  Mr. Matthews stated that the board approved the 

annual report about three weeks ago.  The report has information about board members, staff and 

budget.  It highlights the three projects that were announced last year, which are STS Group, 

Traeger Grills, and Blue Star.  Mr. Matthews explained that the unemployment rate is currently 

at 2.5 percent which leaves about 250 to 300 individuals that are workforce eligible and are 

unemployed at this time.  Mr. Matthews asked if anyone has any questions.  Town Manager 

Childers stated that the JIDA has done a fantastic job.  Councilmember Hash asked when the 

golf tournament will take place.  Mr. Matthews stated the tournament takes place in May each 

year.   

 

POLICE REPORT 

Chief Breedlove stated that the fishing event at the nursing home will take place next Wednesday 

at 2pm.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – This report is included in the Town Manager’s report. 

 

HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL – Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that everything is on track for the 

event.  Town Manager Childers stated that the two concrete pads for the sound system at Pepper 

stage will be poured by the contractor that is currently working in town. 

 

ELM AVENUE PROPERTY – None 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Town Manager Childers explained that Mr. Michael Sobey has agreed to accept appointment as 

the town attorney and council will need to act.  He stated that if appointed he will contact the 

current attorney, Mr. Crewe.  Town Managers Childers stated that Mr. Sobey is an asset to the 

town and is accessible when needed.  A motion was made by Councilmember Jonas and 
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seconded by Councilmember Viars to appoint Michael Sobey as the town attorney.  The motion 

passed by a vote of six (6) for:  Yontz, Lloyd, Jonas, Viars, Hash, Duncan; zero (0) against.   

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES – Councilmember Duncan stated that the final changes have been 

made to the employee handbook and a draft will be released soon. 

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – None 

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – None 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – None 

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

The Town Manager’s report is attached and is hereby made part of these minutes.  The following 

items were reported and discussed. 

   

• The Grading Phase of the Downtown Project is on hold for a short time because of 

questions about compaction issues.  I have had an independent test done to try to keep the 

town from paying for offsite material for the site. 

• Carolina Consolidated has laid well over a thousand linear feet of 12-inch sewer line and 

8 manholes.  They have run into a significant amount of large rock.  They are bringing a 

rock hammer tomorrow and will proceed from the railroad tracks to the baseball field and 

Buck Ave. 

• Phase 9 and 10 of the sidewalk improvements are going well. The town still has some 

utilities to be moved, Baumgardner should go quicker than Parsonage and then they will 

start on the section on Main St. 

• The Town, the Fire Department, and Rural Retreat Care Center will be doing the Trout 

Fishing event at the nursing home 

Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that the sidewalk at Asbury Church on Church Street looks nice.  He 

added that he is concerned about asking the church to pay a portion of the cost when the public 

utilizes the sidewalk.  He would like to discuss the option of the town paying all the cost.  He 

stated that in his opinion it would be a good idea to go ahead and repair the sidewalk on Main 

Street as well.  Town Manager Childers stated that the town will save money by having the work 

done while the sidewalk crew is already in town.  Town Manager Childers stated that the 

sidewalk is a public sidewalk that is not exclusively used by the church.  He has had several 

citizens tell him that they will use that portion of the sidewalk now that it has been repaired. A 

motion was made by Vice-Mayor Yontz and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to pay all the 

cost to repair the sidewalk in front of Asbury Church and get an estimate to repair the Main 

Street sidewalk.  The motion passed by a vote of five (5) for:  Yontz, Jonas, Viars, Hash, 

Duncan; zero (0) against; one (1) abstain:  Lloyd. 
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Town Manager Childers stated that work to replace the fire department’s roof has begun. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for June 14, 2022, were read and approved.  

 

 

CLOSED MEETING 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Viars, seconded by Councilmember Jonas to convene to 

a closed meeting in accordance with the Code of Virginia §2.2-3711-(A) (5), Discussion 

concerning a prospective business or industry or the expansion of an existing business or 

industry where no previous announcement has been made of the businesses or industry’s interest 

in locating or expanding its facilities in the community. 

 

 

The motion was approved with the following voting in favor: Lloyd. Jonas, Yontz, Viars, Hash, 

Duncan. 

 

Vice-Mayor Yontz called the regular meeting back into open session. 

 

Motion was made by Councilmember Jonas, seconded by Councilmember Lloyd, WHEREAS, 

the Rural Retreat Town Council has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an 

affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of 

Information Act; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712, paragraph D, of the Code of Virginia requires a certificate by 

this Council that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia Law; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rural Retreat Town Council hereby 

certifies that to the best of each member’s knowledge, (1) only public business matters lawfully 

exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting 

to which this certificate resolution applies, and (2) only such public business matters as were 

identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed, or considered by 

the Council. 

 

Vote:       Ayes    Nays 

Dale Yontz        X 

James Lloyd        X         

Peggy Hash        X 

James P. “Sean” Viars      X 

Geary Jonas        X 

Michael Duncan       X         

 

Absent during meeting: None 

Absent during vote: None 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Jonas and seconded by Councilmember Lloyd 
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to allow the JIDA to negotiate with Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

with project jersey on behalf of the town.  The motion passed by a vote of vote of six (6) for:  

Yontz, Jonas, Lloyd, Viars, Hash, Duncan: zero (0) against. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Vice-Mayor       Clerk 

 


